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Sout hend cliff gar deres nmdrue afld ymedcdctirominlgi reg t ailail
centre of the town and becaGedawveli mpmentant Apamal
eastern end of the cliffs formed a convenient 710
to the beach and the new health giving pasti me ¢
the idea orfg pamdnesnadiial i sing in the outdoor gard
views acrossA tlhe gestsuarty.e oferQuceteend Minc t108r9 8a wrarso
gardens expanded; shelters and a network of path
|l andowners and then the council. The gardens bec
construction aonfd aa bvaanrdisettaynds how venue i n Happy V
events grew and more people gapbkeredcalAsral Hemen
Fl or al Hall . Ot her,isttd wdti nrgesa Wweme caddRdanndd | i
from the 1930s and clearly linked to the growth
eventually built in the 1960s. As a very large r
the | ocation

During the Warel canWamwroiddhloles gar dens expanded again
1930s shelters, extensive terr acsescaann db ep aetvhiwdaeynsc
t he prdeasyemtrray of native seaside species and so
cordylines and phor mi ums.

Today the gardens ar e cdiafl flieyéeidy tbeyn &sh d eplpbawgtee Fagina
their original f or m;opa |l baeagmiytliiafgeli,d eretsittfyw |t ca ntdh e

The gardens appear to meet the criteria for List
Listing would give recognition to the gardens an
management, protecting and celiglarget iarsggetthe | ocal



1.0l ntroducti on

This document is prepared by Milton-l 8dcregegnea alt
community group. The purrpeowieew fand blreedpwdtmBait h e n
Cliff Gardessgeaofthancmhpe uhedepkbkcomresdi dairdesdto i nog
t he National Regi steasod Pias ked admeld iGlorg ednessisgern at
conservation area

The gardens were |l aid out in $mhagdde, telfansaoeng h thted lé o
Victorian and Edwar di ainn teexrpwaanrd idoetr hrteeoc gestnee rvaihdle r

devel oprmedetv.el opmepdnded t o ardpfaamdieldi tt datee d steh @ f
over ti me.

2. 0Location

Sout hoelda i s | ocated to the east of London, S 0 ME
mout h DhHaméhe estuary. It is the closest seaside
tripper visits from the vaansd |ngoapgtohp Llioaded Thames

Southend is netsedcadmdi tiiten,tiaexadosi ng many squar e
water. The city has 7 miles of beavedhg,avbdgkadebl
|l ocals and visitors throughout theigearnf.58&@ptwme n
throughout the world as the | ongest pleasure pi e

Southend Cliff Gardens arce,tlyonceadti eadk etltyet westenfr &
Street ahd phedeaxssactagreessi bl e from the pier, Adve
grounds and promenade.

| mmedi ately to the noGthdef $€Gbaddr gRdaymthé n Searacehar
TerracehWianntd€Cl i af ecswdent gméconser vmhii olm alrleagver |
head acflfgdhdens.

3.0Topography and Gener al Description

On the nor thhasmast war yt heeeSud sheeanfdr ont Haasc aam gpeacut an
t he natur asll ofpeibntait f @ hef centre aofed8tOhé etebh wom Bhlhese
seafpoomenpnadierm@atpl ace for | eisure and | ookout, m
The clifhafdaxdemsidv ema g rpiafnioceamti ¢ vi ewandf itbeaets:H
acrosssbothhei de ahthreerdosvinisa roffh eKegnatr.dens ar e a
environment for recreation alhhdeuedobpeagldom lue ban
section of theda®gmfhiemd aaredus, kt rspheraunbt iarngels rwvaictels ,
meanderi ngahdosgabpwwmsi csuelaarda migghfed t er s .

The gar dens nodi itithedi eng rmiotsotr ifgiormadfrhkeayiouasdscapi ng

pat hways, retaining walls, steps, stepped terrac
decorative plantiNeg@arplyi mtths odnd her ipadhadugrev efyr o m
sheet are intact with only minor additions/ alter
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Sand & Mud
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1949 d(DaSucrevsetyee”t showing pathwayg StothtdeegwrdOLLti btrkaerhygefrdén

The ¢cl i
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s have always experienced some movement

This had desmrifaeesdt ed! iigpedd awer ti me,
ome di |l acemepgmebquerBomee.of this maintenance
arried ut as required in recent years resul tin
s®ne major |l and slip occurredldidb@a®d2twmidats hea\
he head amthder adeil dofwgso retaining walls were | at
ardeoscablewetld @rdm greavs sedsdtertrtac et op andrenmisd | ev e

ff
ormati on
sp
0]

west connecting footpath.

Two of the several b"arricaded and n'o'

B Do

verg'own stepped pat
4. 0 Theéli stwofr yt he Cl i ff Gardens
4.1 Gener al history
Sout heesda is a well known seaside rest@mtd!ti®at gr
cent uRadlelsowi ng t he C15haeman aesvtadr ysedand ement i n nea

Sout hend first bec
foll owed by humbl e
seenday waesv etlhoegp me
HoteVvVerl ookenfgrohd

ame urbanised in the 1WOWOs wi't
Hereaaptkidedaie | optmtea @ te Iyef & M hbee

nt of Gearngcilaund ibnugi ItdaiendgGsiGaad dT e
at Bh é seemll yhOkots .appears that froc

mi d C1lt9r geheeve on t he clbiufifl ghiaiveesfarcocrets sofvitahepat hwe
for the occupants and guestshebterkd tedridsc stchaee é t
ear |l i estt hsee nuiséee oofd bt b Mfas ggbaer d e n .

o

cated just forty miles from London tnltertrowarmngecc
rom the metropolis for the medical benefit of t
f the ti me, sea bathing.
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This was most sidgoiVvVieahobrtofoweblWwing the | atest
prescribed r emedyesfparr advoerryc ccnoinndgt hieopo®oresubkrticog
LondAnsignificantowasrBni ofes$ feCackqgl iwi d eoft oBrtihres
Regent, wharatia@y e@lcater renamed RaoydlB0HBer rTehdes) r C
made SowtRAeadeven more pogpnud awi saitt darhenumbmeer s beg
Near by, t h€l iGfetoo g i Bvhir c taCeii o @h e, thecemelsi edenti
devel opmebhhe Tlhhevhe were most desirable paces to
per ambudmd isnogci h e s ¢ hihfrotutgdipi,tf f e g aaldoemge rtahmed na d e .
Bat hi ng weelclaneest abl i shed.

e Lk &3 s
Pier Hi(Essd®83Record Office)

> .-:t,:::‘ :

Early Mabhiiancgjzéécent t o (tkEhses esxh rRuebcboerrdy Of f i ce)

Page3 of 30



e

s e

An C19 tch|fheyfnewlryelb;illdﬁrghliﬁftoTolwhneelsmmacd

Cliffs, with the exception of (thhses ax aRemnarl d f @foftipcad )h
I n 1856 the London, Tilbury and Southend rail way
significant contribution to tle minnitewWonpmenkedft &
London but also as a place on the coast that was
town as a popular seaside resort
The cliff gardens, | ocated at the centre of the
custwinth the gardens giving discreetprakcteisse ¢ oo ft
perambul ation, taking in views, sitting within t

with fine Tdlict Hiedg ont o entertainment withtimethe
early development of the seddiedgardeaoast wehat exo e
the west by ,paet Vcaolari anwpadthh weysu dalnidpt ieois hel t er

respondevitdert Thhe gardens became very heavily us
seasi de entFarotmaitrhree ntu4l® ofart e sCl&8presari os wer
performances and crowds gathered at Happy Vall ey
staging. Political rallies took place on the cli

per manent entertainment vermcde aan doéfcavrd mefi ligdavwedre ndsi s

Thgardens as a promisomemnt@l agat,ihmpwearglagd kicseg t he s
eviddmygeits sel ecti onFi aWotrt Wabr pnheanccer ifaolr itrhel 920,
Edwin Landgesqitsill in use today.

The gar demxd emalread further during the interwar ye.
devel oped and | arge shelters added.

e nafs c oauhrasreged wi-twwhrtgeowdobt of foreign air tra
e use of cthhaen ggeatr d etnbse r eBot tr geapamdl!l ahieti y wi t |
t

Tr
Th
retired generation and musical performance at th
at the bandstand referred tveentttse swalhu ea so ft hteh & oo
shows and, latterly, tddlehowdenanpagades haeecl i ff
vi ewThneg.covi dc pamdleecno st of | iving crisis haansd f ur |
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the vicissitudesSwowuit hodrdd & | h d § gSyemdr sdiednes lirgensiofaincda n c €
the gardens haviempentamed .thetihe resort

In 2021 the town was granted city status, foll ow
Member of Parliament for Southend West, who had
recognition. This status has r aiamad tthkee vdistiy oirn
a priority part of the Council dés forward vision.
following historical precedlent ,hB albobdhawesr ses d abl e
alternati ve temaxicrioaanteinti ttyo of the seafront and d
hinterl and.

4. 2 Th&eor Sthanubbery

Shrwddetrlye f i matt wplarlftf soft hehte was woBked@l 7@po0n|
fd hreanor of PrittleweuhdebDaoniokl aSespatctubdbative d
mately |l ead to the rise elfSGmaer ma Seo Girfad rdd h
I were substantially complete and the | and |
nf ormal private garden for r esi dfe nstisgnwhfiiccha nbt
he seaside was Prichcewisf Catroltimne Prfi BGa aReid e
ac
nt
I

—~ —~+ = @

: at numbers 7,8 & 9 in 180d4hRSclahmngaveya
[ n.Qroantdh eTetravarce and Grand Hotel were resyg

Y 40 T — -
O—~+®d® +>5 0 —0 =

< ==

I n 1809
George |
mature o

Lady Langham planted and enclosed a grov
'l at tthe vwdgtudrbreregnd Tdife presence in t he
ak trees suggests that these may have s
Al t hough early |l eases indicate that residents we
good @drAde&rui de t,p udd utshemdadint alt8 2i 4t Afhas been all ¢
measure, to fall to decay, and now deserves more
noted that a O6gentl eman has entered upon the wor
result of tshitdhheactriewittiyynwaof a Board of Trustees
enclosed the Shrubmdpewyl ks, 182&i g elmemches, pl ant
al so employed an attendant @Ato expel i mPbm oper pe
entrance charge of 3d per day was applied with s
family and 1s peBntweaerkc & ofre evsi sciamotrisnued up until

s to have been formed from an exi st
e ,iitn cwaisn ep oisss inboldee rtaot el gaeynoeurtt aollall yo w it mv@
toursoandst harebghctbat wood and frc
rom t he earl| ysee 0t Ipato t tolge adaedisi tghrta td rs
rustic with simple gravel paths and steps,
rose bewpost 8&odc chai nl redfgriocnmgt iocf eRayelntTerr
way was |l aid out, sepamraded hif somouhed haaae Y
antly short opportunity fort Iper aadibeurdr@abld eo na nfdo
.
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I'n the Sd]irmrbibregyof 1879 showin the maagAeyd seating, path
i mplication(B$sbraRygcasd Office)
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ROSE BOWER IN SHRUBBERY, SOUTHEND=ON-SEA.

£

bower

5,

n

i n

Ry

. : 5
Shrubbery Qnled @& t he Shr uwbibtehr yt heen tpriaenrc eisn
b a ¢ k g rcolu9n0d8

t showhéagr maoly atlr Terr@aweplaamdt thhge and

Record Office) to the west of the Shrubbery i

(Essex Record Office)
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background

4. 2 Never Never Land

Set within (tNee-Bl®Rhwrewubhearnd was a magi cembdehemadt p.

characters, goblins, smoke breathing dragons, f 8
mul ticoloured | ights and a model rail ways,runnin
these displays were refreshed every year to main
and coincided with tvwhei cfh rwas FSosuti hvean d éosf alLni sgvhetr
I'l'l umi nati ons. For a few weeksiitnplratvedsammpemputl k
drawing many visitors into town.

- . * NEVER-NEVER LAND
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA FESTIVAL OF LIGH “PIGMY VILLAGE,' NEVER-NEVER LAND SOUTHEND-ON-SEA FESTIVAL OF LIGHT CRAZY TOWN.’ NEVEI

Postcards from the mid 193006s produced for the Festival

ThbheydoalNyev-Bleveandadur ifg§gabemeomwloartyde b ehroutr i si t

t hpea rbkug ¢ hpeo pul caino d gtrme ma r &rsd haet t r aoccthiechnp r éhiodn day s
gr etwhreu mb evias t dnmogrsee d avti &s iNe v-Bleveanddwi naindd!| osad de
endt hle9 7s2e a sMdmsott hmoded a&stlliegahntdsai Iweasec r a ptphesett ,e a
was then returned to an open park. Today a small
rockwor k remain.
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The waterfall with the chalet behind

422 Ot hetrructures

Th€hal et
Situated withisn etrime coao umteh ,tohfi st hwea sS hd eusbcbreirbye d i n
ffa neat cottage exceedingly well fitted up with

machineryo. Paths | ed down to the &emphharncauwgeh bteh e
Shrubbery to the bathing machines | oawated dratthlse
exi sted unti Jowmihsei tl atthee 1@Bh7a0lset f or,war mowaetaesre | eatt |
Later the Chalet was converted to caf® r,ewbmshand

continued until the building was demolished,in t
which continued as a caf® until 1986 when it was
Titself demolished in 2018/ 19.

The Chalet c1890

The eastern half of the Shrubber
showing I ngrambés public see bath
the foreshore.

4. 3Victorian and Edwardian expansi on

From t he,adsatdeevCll9o pment of the new town,tnmmoeved we
gardens were extendedprtoopwearrtdys dtehvee |wepsetr swiptlhant i n
the 15 acres of the Mespr &€p e f ise s, Bchhea hf g eod th awoedesa |
negl ected. By 1878 the | and owner H A Brassey wa
Board with a cheque for A500 but the board was d

Paged of 30



he

9 etching of the extension area beyond

A |l ate C1 t
Shrubbery with an infor mal |l evell ed pathway and a seat
young trees and shrubs showing
to a garden space
By 1881 problems continued as weathering from ra
Esplanade below. A meeting of ratepayers resolve
threatening an i mportant feature of the town. F
Board prompting much controver sy atmpen glsitk elay efpuaty
in repairing the slippages. However, by 1885 an
the Board A750 and ddeupithres pavinkerA2 mhdf or t he c
ownership of the Board who undéhvbookiptedembaniy
trenches dug frwhm dhl pwearoe bfoitltloend wi th brick burr
The owner of the cliffs to the west of Wilson Ro
thewere unable to make a decision and the | and wae
Foll owing the creati omomdert
the state of théehcbuffjhsacee
purchases made privately or 11 es
Council gradually acquired d w
today as the Cliff Gardens 11
the remainder through compul er s
was cloemtped by the acquisitio ht
site in May 1914.
During thehlatepCb® the cli as
formally planted andumasenatdif
shelters erected at the 8&ioy cl
these sheltehseunavoft dtelaa ol
Listed Grade |1 with the | he
examples of |l ate Cl1l9 seasi de , W
di stinctive architectural fc de
t hHhgroup value withaogbedeshb
street |ights were added, r ni f
formali¢lyi foff tde as a pl ace an
sitting. These lights survi

An ornament al Victorian |

A wider expanse of pathways across the managed c
189% dna8urevey.
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we slt8 9&bf t h

Ex.p‘ahvs‘,li“o'n'b'f the 'g'a“r'devns into the central a'r“ea',
(National Li brary Scotl and)

1920 OS lplustheatfiwmgt her devel opmesthowi nghéeé heebiamalstamneaand
additions. The earliest plantashgdi dNtat i ®@enweéstli beatriyobScoan al

2 ; .o ;

Cliff top row tree planting (see next image) with shelter

popul ar for pEssebuRatopbpd Ofdilca&t)er planting further down t
(Essex Record Office)
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t he AOncen o fd itahgeorsahlelftdtattord awi t h

sheler at the head of
curiously angled railings indicating a response to the vie\
(Essex Record Office)

The top of cliff promenade today The mid-cliff walk way today, looking west

4. 3. The Bandstand

By Febr uatrhye 1®o0r2por ati on discovered that Southen
towns in not providing a band duthegfthetswmmder
bandstand was erected and a | ocal band formed. T
the season was extended by 3 weekshet Cotrlporend omnf
engaging regimental bands and the bandstand need
musi ci ans. 't was also felt that tdethaoawnt e swo o
or i ganndaal was decided to move it to Happy Valley
theas supplied by Walter Macfarlane & Company of
1909 and soon became knowm 4920hetdo@akeseahdded
bandsaaddremained a popullaini tat reamotviadnto Priory
land. slip
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STPRATSTRAD , B ONTHREND

The Corporation Band cl9URéCake Stando c19009

i) 90k

Thé92bands,tsdoamdvi ng t he significance of entertainment and so

4 .83 Happy Valley and Flor al Hal |

I'n t he9dentdulrey i ncreasing numbers of trippers co
demand f-airr openhertai nment acros,pottleetti@awn.i mps esa
seeking permission from the Council to allow t he
Council agreed and the first season for such ent
in an area that becdrmeykn®cwen as Ha prmmatnwy ahlu nadmpehdist

could be accommodated on benchemorag rawmtgseidd ea rtoluen d
able to enjoy ,dlhkereipterffrogenamfcet he charge p,dihe by
old wooden bandstand from the Cliff top was move
customers increased. Cover wasf oarl ssoo nper oavti dleeda sftr.c
more solid wooden and metal structalrleowiansg basimuc
extendedaseaslbobe introduction of fFlweal sHawlks was
fire in 1937.
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